DELEGATED REPORT            
Report considered and agreed by Head of Planning

Tony Cook………………….. date …3/6/11……………
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	Report by:
	Director of Economy, Transport and Environment



	Proposal:
	Replace existing 3m high chainlink fence with 3m high weldmesh fencing to enclose hard play to the east of the school building.  



	Site Address:
	Chailey Comprehensive School, Mill Lane, South Chailey



	Applicant:
	Director of Children's Services



	Application No.
	LW/3006/CC



	Key Issues:


	Design and Appearance

	Contact Officer:    


	David Vickers, Tel. 01273 481629

	Local Member: 

   
	Councillor Meg Stroude


RESOLUTION OF THE DIRECTOR OF ECONOMY, TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT:

Under the powers delegated to me by the Governance Committee on 30 January 2003, I resolve to approve the proposal subject to the conditions set out in the recommendation.

CONSIDERATION OF RELEVANT PLANNING MATTERS

1.
The Site and Surroundings
1.1
Chailey School occupies a large site on the southern side of Mill Lane in the western part of the small settlement of South Chailey, approximately 6.5 kilometres north of Lewes. The surrounding area is predominantly residential; housing lies to the east and west of the School site as well as on the opposite side of Mill Lane. Open fields and areas of woodland lie beyond the housing. 

1.2
The School is arranged with car parking and space for vehicle manoeuvring at the front of the site, School buildings and a hard play area beyond, and playing fields at the rear. It lies on ground which slopes gently down from north-west to south-east so that the School buildings are at a lower level than Mill Lane to the north. 

1.3
There is a hard games court at the same level as the playing fields with the court situated south east of the School buildings.

2.
The Proposal
2.1
The proposal affects the hard games court measuring approximately 70 metres x 37 metres. It is partially enclosed on three sides by chainlink fencing, 3 metres high. The fourth, north, side is contained by a grass bank but is otherwise open. There is a temporary classroom at the top of this bank

2.2
The proposal is to remove the existing fencing and totally enclose the games area with Weldmesh type fencing to the same height as that removed. This is specially designed sports fencing including a 15 cms. high kickboard at the base and rebound mesh inserted at the lower section up to 1.2 metres high.  The new fencing will be finished in green.

2.3
Two pedestrian accesses will be included along the east side and another double gated, access 3.5 metres wide will be included along the western side. 

3.
Site History

3.1
None relevant to this proposal.

4.
Consultations and Representations 
4.1
Lewes District Council; the Council has no objections to raise.

4.2
Chailey Parish Council; no objections raised

4.3
Local Representations; none received

5.
The Development Plan policies of relevance to this decision are:

5.1
The South East Plan 2009

There are no policies of relevance to this proposal. 

5.2
Lewes District Local Plan 2003: Policy ST3 (a, b, c) (Design, Form and Setting of Development)

6.
Considerations

Design & Appearance 

6.1
Policy ST3 of the Lewes District Local Plan requires development to (a) respect the overall scale, height, massing and character of neighbouring buildings and the local area more generally; (b) use materials of a quality and type appropriate to the character of the local area; and (c) respect the amenities of adjoining properties in terms of visual amenities.

6.2
The existing chainlink fencing is in a poor state of repair.  While it is adequate to mark the edge of the games court it is clearly insufficiently robust to deal with contact by balls and/or children. 

6.3
Furthermore the absence of enclosure fencing along the north side of the area results in inefficient use of games time as time is spent retrieving escaped balls.  The School’s use of the area for games will therefore become more efficient as less time will be lost retrieving stray balls with the addition of fencing along the northern side of the area.

6.4
The replacement fencing will result in an improved appearance to the games court and for the visual amenities of those able to see the court (school users and residential neighbours to the east) compared to the current arrangements. 

6.5
The overall proposal represents an improvement in terms of appearance and operation and therefore satisfies Policy ST3 in the Lewes District Local Plan.

7.
Conclusion and reasons for approval

7.1
In accordance with Section 38 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 the decision on this application should be taken in accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise.

7.2
The proposal is an improvement in terms of appearance and operation and therefore complies with Policy ST3 of the Lewes District Local Plan 2003.   

7.3
There are no other material considerations and the decision should be taken in accordance with the development plans. 

8.
Recommendation     

8.1
To grant planning permission subject to the following conditions:-

1.
The development hereby permitted shall be commenced before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission.


Reason: To comply with Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

2.
The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the plans listed in the Schedule of Approved Plans.


Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper planning.

Schedule of Approved Plans

Ref 1 - Site Plan Scale 1:1250, Ref 2 - Site Plan Scale 1:500, Ref4a - Specification

RUPERT CLUBB

Director of Economy, Transport & Environment

3 June 2011
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